
    
      Skip to main content
    

    
  
      


    
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content	Current
	Ahead of print
	Archive
	Supplementary Material


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	More	Feedback
	Request JHR at your library
	Research Highlights


	Alerts
	Special Issue



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  	Other Publications	UWP





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Journal of Human Resources]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  				

			

  	    
  
    
  
                
    
      	Other Publications	UWP




    

  


  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Journal of Human Resources]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content	Current
	Ahead of print
	Archive
	Supplementary Material


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	More	Feedback
	Request JHR at your library
	Research Highlights


	Alerts
	Special Issue


    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow uwp on Twitter

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
      

  
      Television, Cognitive Ability, and High School Completion
  
    	Øystein Hernæs, Simen Markussen and Knut Røed

  
    	Published online before print October 03, 2017,  0316-7819r1; DOI: https://doi.org/10.3368/jhr.54.2.0316.7819R1 

  
  
  


Øystein Hernæs 
Øystein Hernæs is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Social Research and a research fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research. Simen Markussen is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research. Knut Røed is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research.

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
[email protected]


Simen Markussen 
Øystein Hernæs is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Social Research and a research fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research. Simen Markussen is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research. Knut Røed is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research.

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site


Knut Røed 
Øystein Hernæs is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Social Research and a research fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research. Simen Markussen is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research. Knut Røed is a Senior Research Fellow at the Ragnar Frisch Centre for Economic Research.

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Abstract
We exploit supply-driven heterogeneity in the expansion of cable television across Norwegian municipalities to identify developmental effects of commercial television exposure during childhood. We find that higher exposure to commercial television reduces cognitive ability and high school graduation rates for boys. The effects appear to be driven by consumption of light television entertainment crowding out more cognitively stimulating activities. Point estimates suggest that the effects are most negative for boys from more educated families. We find no effect on high school completion for girls, pointing to the growth of non-educational media as a factor in the widening educational gender gap.
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