
    
      Skip to main content
    

    
  
      


    
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content	Current
	Ahead of print
	Archive
	Supplementary Material


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	More	Feedback
	Request JHR at your library
	Research Highlights


	Alerts
	Special Issue



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  	Other Publications	UWP





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Journal of Human Resources]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  				

			

  	    
  
    
  
                
    
      	Other Publications	UWP




    

  


  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Journal of Human Resources]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content	Current
	Ahead of print
	Archive
	Supplementary Material


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	More	Feedback
	Request JHR at your library
	Research Highlights


	Alerts
	Special Issue


    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow uwp on Twitter

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticles

  
      

  
      The Aftermath of Accelerating Algebra
Evidence from District Policy Initiatives
  
    	Charles T. Clotfelter, Helen F. Ladd and Jacob L. Vigdor

  
    	Journal of Human Resources,  January 2015,  50 (1) 159-188; DOI: https://doi.org/10.3368/jhr.50.1.159 

  
  
  


Charles T. Clotfelter 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site


Helen F. Ladd 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site


Jacob L. Vigdor 
	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Abstract
The proportion of students taking a first algebra course in middle school has doubled over the past generation and there have been calls to make eighth grade algebra universal. We use significant policy shifts in the timing of algebra in two large North Carolina districts to infer the impact of accelerated entry into algebra on student performance in math courses as students progress through high school. We find no evidence of a positive mean impact of acceleration in any specification and significant negative effects on performance in both Algebra I and the traditional followup course, Geometry. Accelerating algebra to middle school appears benign or beneficial for higherperforming students but unambiguously harmful to the lowest performers. We consider whether the effects reflect the reliance on less-qualified teachers and conclude that this mechanism explains only a small fraction of the result.
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